MR. A, M, SKITH, PORTLAYD, MAINE,---DEALER,

Interviewed by Richard Rathbun, Nov, 23, 1893

- —— - -

Has been in the fish business about 15
years, '

In regard to mackerel fishery, does not
think there is préctically any legislation that
can be enacted in regard to catching mackerel
but what would be entirely useless. He used
to be a strong believer in legislation, lever
engaged ?ersonally in the fisheries.

In regard to the five years close season,
he was the instigator of that. He was the
first oné that moved in that direction. Had
an_idea that there might pbssibly be something
in it, with relation to the movements ol the
mackerel on our own coast; but his principal
reason for going into it was a selfish one.
~ The position he took at that time, and which

he can prove by facts, was this: that so far



as vessel owne;s were concerned, there was no
money in catching mackerel before that time
whiech we designated the close season had ex-
pired, for the reason that our vessels would

ro south at a heavy expense; they would run
their mackerel into New York, where they would
overstock the market, the price would run right
down from a reasomable price to an unprofitable
one, and it took us alﬁost all the rest of the
season to bring the price back again where it
should be, That was the principal reason he
had in inaugurating that movement in favor of a
c¢lose season, But the effect it had on
mackereling, as we all can see from the resulis
was non-effective, It did not make any
difference, As far as trade is conecerned, we
ean hardly judge because there has been so few
mackerel lately in the market. Does not think
there is any difference in the trade.

If T remember, the inauguration of that



law developed a tremendous industry in pound
fishing all along the shore from New Jersey to
the uttermost end of Nova Scotia. That
stinulated Lﬁe pounds around Yarmouth. ¥here
there was one pound in the States and along the
Nova Scotia shore before that time, when that
law was passed I think it doubled it up imme-
diately that year. ¥y theory in regard to
that is, that those pounds during the spawning
geason do more damage to mackerel fishing than
all the seines ithai ever were used, because
those i‘iahvgenerally g0 into the shallow water
t0 spawn, But so far as that close law bheing
a‘ﬁenef‘it, itl;was a misfortune,

Thinks either Statie or National legisla-
tion entirely useless so far as the mackerel
f'ishery is concerned, If they want 10 exclude
tﬁe seine, I would hold ‘up both hsnds to do it.
I would be perfectly willing that Lhey.should_
exclude the séinas, but I should want to do it

on economigal grounds rather than on the ground



of preser#ation of the [isheries. It cosis us
a great deal more to fit out vessels for s2in-
ing than by the old-fashioned way of hooking,
andd by the old-~fashioned way more persons were
given employment. Mot that one vessel would
take any more men, but it requirea a great many
more vessels 1o carry on the indusiry,. Toes
not think it would be advisable, howaver, io
give up the purss seine fishing.

There may be some inland fish_that need
rrotection,’ 1ike salmon and lobsiers, and
something liks that.

Most all the legislation that has ever
been made in the state of Maine in regard o
catching fish has beoen in the inierest ol some
particular person or intsresti that is especi-
ally working in that line, I will say that
without fear of contradiciion from any intelli-
gent man,

There has been no decrease in the quantitiy

of mackerel. Thay have been as plenty on our



shores this year as I have ever known them to
Se, all the way ifrom Elock Islana to the Ray of
Fuandy. This legislation is not asked for in
behalf oi the general good'at all. It is all
for some selfish interest,”

I think the exisiing regaulations ought o
be changed. I think it is exceedingly unjust
for the lova Scotia Government, Or our own
Government, to confiscate & vessel or her gear
for the wrongdoing of men who are absolutely
out of the control of the owner of ithe vessel.
The eaptain, not the owner, should be held
responsible,

On the coast of Maine purse seining is notu
allowed within the headlines that are 5 miles
apart-or less, The last legislaturé helped us
oﬁt & litile in drawing the line up the Fay,
but that‘only goes as far as St. Johns Eay.

That law was passed last winter.

——



OAPTAIN N. ORCHARD, PORTLA!ID, !ME.--INTERVIEWED BY
RICHARD RATIRUI, NOVIMBER 23, 1893.

Capt. 1. Orchard, of the Sch. "George V. Pierce"
"of Portland. Has been in the ﬁackerel bus iness for
about 35 years. Lives in Booth Bay.

There seems to be more madkcrel this year than
there were last, but were harder to catch. IHas
been a series of bad years back to about 1885,
Does not think they were any scarcer, as 2 vhole,
than in previous yeers. Thinks the purse seine has
some effect. If there had never been & pursc seine
‘there would be any quentity of them now. Would not
make mue: difference to him whether the purse seine
were given up or not. Thinks the close season did
some pgood. Thinks it would be 2 food thing to
continue it. - They ought not to pgo south and catch
‘these unspawned fish., About all the mackerel they
cetch here(Portland vessels) are on the Cape Shore,
and the close season gives them a chance to get
along, as otherwise lots of them would be caucht as
they pass along. Bﬁring the cleose season they did
not get them and they had 2 chance to spawn. Every
spring they follow them from the south to the Jersey
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shore, and they have a good chance to catch a good

many of them,
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W. S. JORDAN & CO., PORTLAD, ME., INTERVIEYED BY
RICHARD RATIBUYN, NOVEMBER 23, 1893.

Does not think the purse seine has any effect
on the mackerel; ‘that is, 85 to the dimunition of
the fish. It is like this: There are so many other
fish of all kinds preyings upon the mackerel, and
so many other influences oﬂhll kinds, that the usec
of the purse seine has not diminished the number of
mackerel. The large deerease in the catch for a
number of years is not owing to the use of the
purse secine for this reason: Purse seines have been
used for years and years, and in 1884 the catch was
large, and the next .year the catch dropred off al-
most to nothinge That dimunition cannot be lzid to
the uae‘of the purse seines. Thinks the close
season was a benefit to the owners of vessels, and
to some extent a benefit to the trade. Does not
think the purse seine fishery needs any regulation.
The purse scinc’fishint does not affect the inshore
fishery here. The rill-net fishermen have not
been doing as much of late for the reason that
there are not as many mackerel on the coast, Put

does not think it is owing to seining at all. It
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would be better to give up the southern fishery
entirely. Last year sent two vessels, against our
judsment, because the captains were bound to go.
Used 'to make large catches in the old days with
hook and line. Ilad a few vessels down at Elock
Island last summer; all had purse seines, and all
the vessels took hooks and lines.

Is quite confident that the dirmmnition of the
catch of mackerel is not in any way due to the purse
seines. It is from other causes, such as other

figh preying upon them, etec., etc.
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CAPTAIN ALMOIT NALLOCH, PORTLAID,ME.--INTERVIEWED BY

RICIARD RATITRU', NOVEMEER 23, 1893,

Captain of Sch. "Nathan Cleaves? Ilas had
ebout 15 years experience mackercl fishing.

Thinks there was a decrease in the quantity of
mackerel from 1885 until 1890, but there has been
an increase since then. Their decrease herctofore
was 2ll oving to the amount of blue-fish which in-
habit this coast and which feed on mackerel(See un-
der Enemies). Thinks blue-fish are very destruc-
tive to mackerel. They heve a tendency to drive
meckerel off this coast to the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Does not think squid frighten them very much. IHas
seen mackerel and squid school together. Albacore
drive them véry mach. Mackerel secn to know when
these enemies are after them, and they travel to
get out of the way. Sometimes has known them to go
200 or 300 miles. Sometimes way up in the Bay of
Pundy where blue-fish do not go. Does not think
whalés have rmch effeet. They feed cn them sone,
but are not very destructive. DNDop-fish feed on
them some, but mackerel and dog;fish will achool.

torether. Blue-Tish and albacore are the most de-

gtructive fish to mackerel. -
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Thinks the five years close season has beecn
the ruination of the business along the lassachus-
etts and Maine coast. He would not have any closc
season for mackerel. Catch thém when you can.
¥ill never catch them all out; it is useless to
think of it. Does not think we catch ;/16 part
with seines or hooks that are destroyed by fishes
that feed on them. Would not suggest any regula-
tions for the mackerel fishery. Thinks it will
regulate itself.

ile went south this year, but did not gct many
fish., Only one or twq fvessels that did,

¥hen you interfere with us here you are going
to benefit other countries that are goins to use
our markets. Such other countries are Ireland,
Norway, Hova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Can-
ada. Any quantity of mackerel come in from Ire-
land and Norway. Cannot say just how much» Put it
increases every year. Does not take a very—large
quantity of mackerel to put prices down ol extra
fiéh. Those Tish that come {rom Norway are best
quality, No. 1. Would not be apt to send anything
else.

The schools that appear on the southern coast

first are moving in a northeasterly direction, up



along the edpe of soundings. Find them off shore
anywheres from 20 to 75 miles; and that would bring
it about on the edge of the Gulf Stream. llone of
the first run of fish stop 2t Block Island. They
go over Georges, over the southern and some over
the northern edge, and strike along about Cape Sa-
‘ble, and pass down the Cape Shore into MNorth Bay.
Thinke it is a later school thet comes in at Block
Island, and they preactically remain there duyring
the season. Somne will not strike until they get
well down the coast of Nova Scoatia, as far as Bea-
ver Harbor. Schools hove been known to strike
in at Louisburg that come straight from off shore.
They come'in over Western Bank from the Gulf Stream
region, and enter the Gulf of St. Lawrence, pacsing
alons the outer coast of the Cape Shore,

The mackerel strike the Capec Shore about the
26th or 27th of May, and they make about 40 miles
a day. The length of the Nova Scotia coast and
Cape Breton is 290 miles. The farther east they
strike the less time it takes for them to reach the
Gulf of St. Lawrence. The first schools are pgen-
erally all large mackerel. They go in around Cape

Horth, and some over towards lNewfoundland, passing
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along the southern side of lNewfoundland and thence
in the direction of Iceland. They have been fol-
lowved beyond Newfoundland as far as you can see the
land, end they were heading straight northeast i
the open ocean.

The second body consists generally of smaller
mixed fish. They aré not more than a day or two
later in their appearance than the first school.,
Some of these o throush the Gud of Canso.

Then there is what we call the strawberry
school. They arc smaller than the second school.
They work down alons the shore very slowly. Some
o tnrouﬁh the Gut of Canso; some up around Cape
lorth. Bometimes do not go any further than Cape
Horth: stay down around Sidney all summer.

Does not think the bisr fish school very much.
Thinks they go way to the north. The second school
does not go so far north. They stay around Prince .
Edward Island and the Hagdalens. Sometimes you
will find smsll fish in the Gulf later than you
will Seé big ones. I was there last fall; got home
the 26th, and the last fish we saw there were lit-
tle ones.

Does not think mackerel grow any. in the win-.
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ter. Those little fish 5 inches long he does not
- 8ee the next spring.

The fish that ro into the Bay of Pundy come
from the southward, out around Bloeck Island and
Hantucket, tﬁgugh South Channel and up that way.
Come on to the coast of Maine generally about the
20th of June, and stay until about the middle of
September. Off this coast get large and small fish
both.

Thinks that the Gulf of Maine is the best
purse seine fishing crounﬂs as a whole, thet Lhere
is. They school better here than they do in the
Gulf or on the southern grounds. The schocl that
ceme on here suddenly this fall covered an area of
7 or 8 miles wide and 10 miles long. When we {irst
sew them they were off Sequin. They travelled ecast-
wer? down as for ass Monhegan, 2nd seawerd right off
shore. Saw blue-7ish and albacofe.around Monhegan
in immense numbers for two days after the mackerel
were there,

las never taken eny mackerel in midwinter.

Has heard of their being taken in codfish on Georges.
Has heard of their being taken with the herring on
the eastern coast of Maine--a very few. Thinks

\

those are mackerel that cet separated frum the main
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bodies and o 2mong the winter herring. They fol-
lowed a school of meckerel up into the Culf of St,
-, Lawrence 3 years ago--the 27th of lay. . ilas never
seen them with ice around,

Mackerecl feed mostly on what we call red feed,
cavenne. Has seen them feed upon their own young
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence this sumer.

Mackerel spawn, we think, in June. Does not
think they spawn south, except it is at Block Island;
fish that stay there durins the season. Thinks
some 3chools spawn after June. The spawnin- season
begins at Block Island alons the last part of June
and the fifst of July. They spawn as early in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence as they do here. Doecs not
think they keep on the surface when they spawn,
Thinks they spawn on the bottom. There are two or
three weeks that we do not find them when they are
spawning. Does not know just how long they stay

down.
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CAPT. JAMES ELLSWORTH, PORTLA!ID, ME.--INTERVIEVWED BY
RICHARD RATHRUMN, WOVEMBER 23, 1893,

Goes in different vessels. Owns and charters

vesscls. This year went in the"Lillie B. Fernald".
8 years experience in mackerel fishing.,

Does not think mackerel are decreasing at all
as a whole. His reasons are that lorng before there
wag a purse scine, il 0UKines times, we had these
falling off years every 6 or 7 years. In 1331 there
was not 2 purse seine thought of, and there were
almost 500,000 barrels of mackerel landed, and in
1334, our best year, there were about 520,000 bar-
rels; about 20,000 barrels more,

The mackerel, in his opinion, after they grow
to be No. 1's, thet is, large size, do not schoel,
except at very rarc times. Will see by the reco;ds
that the years of the largest catch was the smal-
lest size fish, and in 3 or 4 years they orovw to
these big mackerel.

Did not see Lhe fish this spring ai the south.
We started for the lova Scotia shore, and when we

got there, there was a body of mackerel come from

the south end struck on the Nova Scotia shore.
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Dont know where they o, but surpoce they go
up to the Straits of RBelle Isle and lay on the bot-
tom. Do not see them until they come back in the
fall. Thc later schools that rc up the coast are a
smaller run of fish. Pert of them ro through the
Gut of Canso, but not to amount to enything. here
is only a rermant goes into the Bay Chaleur prorer.
They may o up on the east coast of ILebrador. But
the greast body of the fish fo somevheres where
our vesscls arc not looking for them., The small
fish most generally leave the Culf last. Most al-
wa s find the small fish on the tail end of the big
ones. Might strike the big mackerel off the capes
of Delmware, while the small fish micht be off the
capes of Virginia. he small school that roes into
the Gulf last will comec out first sometimes. Yhen
the small fish go into the Culf or come on our own
coast, they gso up into the bays and harbors rore
than the big ones.

The fish that go up strike the Cape Shore
around Liverpool and flalifex. This yeer they
struck to the eastward of Halifax. We rot 135 bar-
rels off Liverpool, azbout 50 or 80 miles eastward
of Halifax, this year.
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My opinion is that the heft of the fish come
from the south, way down in the latitude of the
capes of Virpginia, off the edge of the Gulf Strean,
because we have traced them, ourselves all the way
up, and we find they make that passapge af about
1,000 miles in 2bout 6 weeks. Sometimes they may
stop 2 day when they strike on the southeast past
of neorges. The southern part of neorges mey be a
good Tichins ~round st times. They strike the lNova
Scotia shore from the 25th to the 30th of May.

Then it is sone 10 to 15 days before they round
Cape North. It takes that body of fish as much as
10 or 15 deys from the first time we fall in with
them until they all get clear.

The fish that o into the Bay of Fundy some-
.times come close in, perhesps 25 or 30 miles off
Cape Cod, and other times off eastward of georges
Bank and over Browns Bank, and stfike in east of
what we call the Seal Islands, and work over toward
Mount Desert.

The fish that go around North Cape all go into
the Gulf. It is 2 larpge school. They are seen
clear across on the other side close over on the

Straits of Belle Isle,
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The fish born last spring will be about 5 in-
- ches in length this fall. Sometimes we see thenm
- the next spring and sometimes not.

Thinks some schools remain all summer down off
the capes of Virsinia.

Would not consider it expedient to make any
regulations regarding the purse seine fishery.
Thinks the fish will regulate themselves. Does
not think it would be a&ny use to have 2 close sea-
son. Does not think it amounts to anything; has
not benefitted any one. Mackerel will school only
Just when they feel like it. Iis experience has
extended back to 1875, liever went hook and line
Tishing. If the purse seines were given up, thinks
it would tzke some time before the fish could be
~caught in the old way.

Some years fish are wilder than they used to
be. When they rrow to large size they seem to be
very wild; and there are different reasons for mak-
ing them wild. ¥hen there is plenty of cayenne
- on the surface of the water it benefits schooling,;
the fish will come on top of the water to school,
and feed. When we have a hard year vou will not

see any of that on the surface. It may be under-

1
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neath the surface, and meckerel will not come up.
Thinks it makes the fish tame. lackerel also fecd
on shrirmp. Vhen they are chec ing this feed they
ere very wild. The %}imp are going every way, and
the mackerel are all scattered. !Has seen the "all-

eyes®, Secn them mostly out around Rlock Island,

end 2180 on our own const of YMaine and Massachusetts.

They are 2 little fish, Not a cruétacean. Meckerel
will eat herring, and will 2lso eat their own voung.
Thinks whet they(the fishermen) eatch does not
amount to snything. If these fish stayed year af-
ter year it would be & different thing, but it is
only a matter of 10 or 15 days that we catch any.

There were vessels 2 or 3 years ago got mack-
erel off Liverpool. Some got such big schools that
they burst their scines. Could see schools just
as far as you could seé. That was 3 years ago;
and there hes been different times that mackerel
hav'e showed that way.

The law which made the close season originated
right throurh our mackerel dealers, for the reason
that vessels would pro out and ret a trip of poor
mackerel, woﬁld take them into Yew York or Phila-
delphia, end would sell-them; and, of course, the

more that were landed there hurt the mabket just



that much, and the men that bourht mackerel the
fall before to hold them over, it hurt their trade.
The majority of the vessel c;ptnins here were not
in favor of the clouse season. The object of the

law wag to resulate the market, not to protect the

Sorae of the men interested in the fish busincess
here are John Emery, E. G. ¥illard, the Lord BEros.
The Jordans have not had much interest in the fish
business except for the lest 2 or 3 years. Mr.
Yhicdden and Yr. Smith at cone time had the biggest
fishing industry out of here. They werc the two
parties that were interested in getting this law,
and the very first ones, when the close season
came along, to send their vessels out before the
law was up. Mr. Whidden would have but onc véssel
gouths the rest would o to the banks, and would
not get any mackerel until about éhe last c¢f June
or first of July. Mri: Smith sent some of his ves-
sels to the south and some to the banks; and he was
also buying mackerel.

Doing away with the purse scines would do away
with sbout $2,000 exponses cach year, and I would
say, po back to the old times if I thought it bet-

ter in other ways, but in my opinion it pays better
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to use the purse seine.
The squid are & sreat enemy to the mackerel,
and so are dog-fish and blue-fish. Blue-fish are

the worst enery they heve in the sea, but they do

~not go down east. ILiast surmer they were known to

be down in the Bay of Pundy; that is the farthest

east that I ever knew blue-fish to be.

NAMES OF OTHFR FISHERMEN.

{Eben Lewis lives in Booth Bay, Me. He never
rocs fishing in the winters could see him at Booth
Bay. Also Capt. 1€Cowan and John Seavy, Booth bay.

They would be likely to be theie during the winter

- wntil Farch. At Vinal Haven there'is JameSICrock—

ett; he is about the principal one there.



